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July 18, 1974 
The N~tional News Council 
One Lincoln Plaza 
New York, New York 10023 
Attention: 
Gentlemen: 
Mr. Ned Schnurman, Associate Director 
Re: Complaint of Robert A. Edwards 
(Mutual Broadcasting System, Inc.) 
FRANCIS J. PURCELl. 
Our client, Mutual Broadcasting System, Inc. 
("Mutual") has forwarded to us for review and comInent a copy 
of your "finding of the National News Council Grievance 
Committee" and a copy of the "transcript" of your "hearing" 
held on June 24, 1974 on the complaint of Robert A. Edwards 
("Edwards"), and has supplied us with certain information 
relating to the finding and Edwards' testimony. The reasons 
that Mutual chose not to appear at the hearing are amply 
stated in prior correspondence. The following comments are 
made on behalf of Mutual after a review of the material in 
our possession and discussions with management personnel of 
Mutual. 
The crux of the complaint and the finding appears 
to be that Mutual's management placed an improper restraint 
on the news judgment of its journalists. Mutual categorically 
denies there was, or is, any improper restraint on its newsmen. 
Emphasis has been placed on a memorandum from 
former Bureau Chief Ted Reuter, who had a record while at 
Mutual of exceeding his authority which, a former newsman and 
current Director of News has stated, brought continued ridicule 
from newsmen who frequently ignored such directives. It should 
be noted that the then newsman and cur~ent Director of News 
did not use the story in question and was not dismissed, perse-
cuted, intimidated or o·therwise penalized i in fact, he was 
promoted. Further, Mr. Reuter himself did not carry the story 
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